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superabound and yet leave their possessor on an in-
finitely lower spiritual plane than the vicious profligate
in the first instant of sacramental absolution. They
are canonised as heroic in Faith, Hope, and Charity,
as filled with that supernatural grace which (by defini-
tion) evades all experimental test, and is absolutely
separable from ethical goodness, however much it
may postulate it as a congruous adornment.

Thus, when we say that goodness is the road to
religious Truth, we are surely thinking of the Sermon
on the Mount rather than of mystical experiences,
ecstasies, levitations, miracles. For myself these are
the indications, not of sanctity, but of abnormal con-
ditions of mind and sentiment. Securus judicat refers
to what is average or general as a corrective of sub-
jective deficiency. If the canonised are at times true
originals and not mere eccentrics, if they include and
transcend the normal in the supernormal, and thus
effect a real development, yet the test of this must be
its eventual acceptance by the Church, its ability to
survive and establish itself in the orbis terrarum; and
thus again, it is to the collectivity we look, and not to
the individual, for our rule. If to the individual, it is
not as Catholics we do so, but as ourselves individuals.

Moreover, the motives of official canonisation are
too mixed, too human, to command confidence. We
should prefer the judgment of Saints about Saints to
that of theologians, lawyers, and worldly-minded
ecclesiastics; especially when the canonisation is
made to depend on the fact and significance of
miracles,, that are neither facts nor signs of sanctity.

It is, then, in the diffusion of Christian life and senti-
ment among her members that the Church possesses